About Green Space, written by a South Miami resident:


Parks and trees are essential public health infrastructure. Green spaces help with mental well-being, keep flooding and heat down, boost property values, and even lower healthcare costs. Recent studies consistently show that they provide substantial value to communities, often far exceeding their direct monetary costs.

A 2022 Trust for Public Land study found that for every $1 invested in urban park systems, cities receive about $4 in economic benefits through increased property values, tourism, health savings, stormwater management, and community cohesion.

A 2021 review published in MDPI* found that urban green spaces provide major economic and health benefits. Property values near parks can rise by as much as 143%, and ecosystem services are worth over $23,500 per hectare.  Overall, the combined benefits—like improved health, higher property values, and climate resilience, often exceeded the costs of running the park, making a strong case for investing in green infrastructure.

I’d rather see small savings on property taxes go toward better city services, parks, and green space that actually improve daily life. In the long run, investing in public spaces adds more value to the community than marginal tax cuts ever could.

On the flip side, too much development without enough open space causes real problems—more stress, worse air quality, hotter streets, and a lower quality of life, especially for folks who’ve lived here a long time.

South Miami can’t just sit back and protect what’s left. We need to get proactive:
·       Require developers to contribute meaningful open space,
·       Restore and expand our tree canopy citywide, and
·       Make buying land for parks a real budget and planning priority.

Let’s keep what makes South Miami livable. Growth should support the community’s health—not come at its expense.


* https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/14/7863?utm_source=chatgpt.com
