City of south Miami Commission Meeting    21 October 2025

Public Comments:

Q. 9  CRAsignatures from 68 people

Handed to the Clerk at end

A minute to read this petition into the record:  Support for Jean Willis Park
Also copies of letters from The Tropical Audubon Society and 
      The Miami Garden Club
    * * *
Moving mature trees will kill them.  Moving the park will destroy its historic authenticity.  As will moving the Sylva Martin Building
   				 
I want to point out that all through the CRA proposal, it talks about:  
       preservation, cultural identity, history, community heritage, rehabilitation

Then on page 23 it says :
“Through the redevelopment of City Hall, Jean Willis Park is to be relocated adjacent to the Underline and substantially enhanced to provide a more robust community asset that serves as a destination integrally connected to the active urban trail.”


From the summary:
“This Plan is ultimately about balance, inclusion, and authenticity. It equips the CRA with the tools to adapt to changing market conditions, address infrastructure needs, and act on community priorities. The overarching goal is to ensure that residents, entrepreneurs, cultural institutions, and creatives, both long-established and new, can thrive together in a more connected, livable, and economically vibrant South Miami. With a clear vision, strong public-private partnerships, and a deep respect for its history, the South Miami CRA is well positioned to become a model of inclusive, transit-oriented, and culturally rooted redevelopment, a place where opportunity expands, culture is celebrated, and the future is built on the strength of its past.”
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The Mayor has written:  




There are other ways to enhance the park’s contribution than to kill the trees.
If the CRA proposal were to protect the two historic places on this side of US1, I support it.  Otherwise, it is a very flawed piece of legislation that does not honor the City of South Miami.
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advance. The goal here is in no way to diminish the legacy of
Jean Willis Park and its namesake, but to attempt to
civic green (whether completely or partially passive) that
contributes more meaningfully to civic life than the park as it is
currently configured.
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