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TROPICAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

SOUTH FLORIDA'S VOICE OF CONSERVATION

October 21, 2025

Mayor Javier Fernindez and Commi
City of South Miami

6130 Sunset Drive

South Miami, FL 33143

Subject: Protect the Jean Willis Tree Park and its mature canopy
Dear Mayor Fernandez and Commissioners,

On behalf of Tropical Audubon Society, I am writing to urge you to preserve the existing Jean Willis Park in its current
location and configuration. Our organization strongly supports retaining the park’s mature trees and intact greenspace
rather than clearing, relocating, or otherwise compromising this decades-old community assct.

While we recognize that not al of the trees in Jean Willis Park are strictly native species, mature trees of all kinds provide
essential ecological benefits. In South Florida, our remaining tree canopy and greenspaces are not merely decorative —
they function as critical, living infrastructure. Mature trees help cool neighborhoods, absorb and filter stormwater,
sequester carbon, improve air quality, reduce noise, and create vital habitat for birds, butterflies, and pollinators. They
also play an increasingly important role in strengthening community resilience as our region faces rising heat extrem
and more intense rainfall events. These benefits grow exponentially with the age and size of the canopy. A 30-plus-year-
old tree canopy cannot simply be recreated or replaced in any meaningful timeframe. Relocating large, established trees
is an expensive and often unsuccessful endeavor, and even when individual trees survive the move, the complex
ccological function and microclimate provided by a mature, contiguous canopy are lost for many years.

Jean Willis Park was established for public enjoyment and for future generations. It represents volunteer labor, donor
investment, and a living legacy of urban forestry leadership. Proposals to “move” the park or to reduce its footprint would
diminish that legacy and erode the neighborhood's limited green refuge at a time when residents need more shade and
nature access, not less.

Tropical Audubon Society firmly belicves that the most meaningful way to honor the legacy of Jean Willis Park is to
preserve it in place, safeguarding its ecological, cultural, and community value for generations to come. Rather than
dismantling or relocating this beloved greenspace, thoughtful enhancements — such as planting additional native trees
— could further strengthen s ccological function and deepen its connection to the surrounding community.

This moment presents the City of South Miami with an opportunity to lead by example, demonstrating a clear
commitment to green infrastructure and climate resilience over short-term development pressures. We are grateful for
your leadership and for recognizing the long-term environmental, public-health, and quality-of-1ife benefits this park
provides to residents, wildlife, and our shared urban landscape.

Sincerely,

Lauren Jonaits
Executive Director
“Tropical Audubon Society
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